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Busy lawyer pens how-to book
to benefit company executives
By Amanda Robert
Law Bulletin staff writer

Jotham S. Stein camped out at Caribou
Coffee in the morning, moved to his office
in the afternoon and returned to Caribou
Coffee in the evening almost every day for
6 1/2 months.
The end result? He finished his first
book: "Executive Employment Law: Protecting Executives, Entrepreneurs and
Employees."
"It took a lot of hours and it cost me a lot
of pounds of weight — let's put it that
way" said Stein, owner of the Law Offices
of Jotham S. Stein, which has offices in
Palo Alto, Calif.; Chicago; and far west
suburban Geneva. "I have a very active
practice and all I did was practice and write
this book."
Stein represents executives and entrepreneurs in their relationships with
their companies and corporations, and in
December 2009, he decided to provide his
colleagues and clients with an easy-toread guide to understanding those relationships.
"I think it will be very useful for anyone
who practices in this field and wants to
represent executives and entrepreneurs,"
he said. "You have to be aware of a lot of

things — if you're a lawyer — that happen
all the time that are hurtful to the entrepreneur and executive.
"It also helps entrepreneurs and executives themselves, because although
it's written from a lawyer's perspective,
they really benefit by seeing how to
protect themselves from losing money or
equity or getting forced out of their companies."
David M. Lisi, a partner in the Silicon
Valley office of Reed, Smith LLP, met Stein
when they practiced together at Wilson,
Sonsini, Goodrich & Rosati in Palo Alto in
the '90s. Since he previously worked as a
magazine journalist, he agreed to read
Stein's book and give his impression as
both a writer and a lawyer, he said.
"It's a nontraditional sort of legal resource in the sense that many legal resources that I consult as a lawyer are of the
same format — they're dry and have lots
of footnotes.
"Jotham felt strongly that he wanted to
write something that was aimed at an
average person, like a CEO who didn't
have a legal education. And there are still
plenty of footnotes in there for lawyers
like me."
Stein — page 20
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Cook County judge OKs $2.5 million
settlement following woman's death
By Pat Milhizer
Law Bulletin staff writer

A Cook County judge approved a $2.5
million settlement Thursday for the family
of a woman who died after medical staff
allegedly caused an intestinal leak and
didn't identify it after surgery.
Laura Kraska, 40, suffered from abdominal pain in 2009 when she went to
Loyola University Medical Center to have
a cyst removed from her ovary.
The treating gynecologist found dense
adhesions that required a dissection of the
bowel during surgery. The doctor didn't
note any complications during the procedure.
But the hospital didn't discharge Kraska within 23 hours as scheduled. She

the surgical procedure that Kraska underwent.
The staff called a surgeon to examine
Kraska after her blood pressure plummeted to dangerous levels.
After the surgeon determined that she
needed another surgery, hospital staff
found a hole in both her small and large
intestines.
Before staff could administer anesthesia, Kraska suffered cardiac arrest. She
was dependent on a ventilator and had no
meaningful brain function.
She died after her family decided to
remove her from the ventilator three days
after arriving at the hospital.
Kraska was legally blind since birth and
—
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In his book, Stein touches on a variety
of issues involved in executive employment law, including how to draft contracts
that affect executives during or at the end
of their employment and how to negotiate
their separation agreements.
He explains how entrepreneurs and
executives can negotiate the playing field
as well as which players typically become
involved in those negotiations. He includes several chapters on employment
agreements, detailing their purpose and
provisions.
Stein also provides a practical twist to
his book with sample documents and
executive stories that illustrate situations
faced by clients, he said.
"The stories bring to life things that
really happen in the world," Stein said.
"That is something that would be unusual
in a law book and something that would be
really helpful."
Kenneth A. Kuwayti, a partner in the
Palo Alto office of Morrison & Foerster
LLP, met Stein at Stanford Law School and
also provided feedback on his book.
He found it relevant to his practice,
since he often deals with commercial
litigation and intellectual property cases
that involve employment contracts, employment termination and mergers and
acquisitions.

"A book like this is something I would
be likely to consult when I have an issue
arising," he said. "So I might look at a
chapter on a particular topic ... in the way
I would use a treatise."
For Lisi, the book's chapters on various
employment agreements, negotiation examples and executive anecdotes stood out
as especially relevant to his clients and
their matters.
"It's for business people who know just
enough about law to stub their toes, and
hopefully this will keep them from doing
that," Lisi said.
Stein never planned to write a book,
and even after Oxford University Press
approached him, it took him three months
to accept the offer, he said.
He submitted his first manuscript in
July 2010, but continued working on it
through January to include the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission's new
rules related to "say on pay."
Stein released the final version of "Executive Employment Law: Protecting Executives, Entrepreneurs and Employees"
in June.
"It's a great accomplishment to write a
book, but it's an enormous amount of
work," he said.
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Across
1 When repeated,
advantageous to
both sides
4 71 answers in this
puzzle
9 Get used to it
14 Several CBS
dramas
18"_ Story: A
Journey of
Hope" (Jenna
Bush best seller)
20 Expect
21 French toast
piece?
22 It might be

44 ... in 119-1120Across

48 Sweetheart
50 Sweetheart
51 Part of a pack?
52 Panamanians and
Peruvians
53 1960 Olympics
host
54 Duel tool
55 Radii, e.g.
57 Cut
58 Some drink
garnishes
59 Place for some
animal baiting
60 Sharpness

95 Enemy of a
Medici
97Composition of
many a cask
98 Techie's hangout
102 It may have
sand in it
103 ... in 17-143Down
109 User-edited Web
site
110 Words on a
sandwich board
112 Emerson's
Beauty"
113 "The
Neverending
Stor y " Writpr

II ___-at-law: Abbr.
12 Master
13 Game with a
setter
14 ... in I-14-Across
15 Pitcher's place
16 "___ out?"
(poker query)
17 Merchandise ID
19 Cowardly sound
28 Unfold
29 Miami squad
31 Dada figure
35 Tightfisted sort
37 Silliness
38 Missing, as the

